3oo                NAVAL MEMOIRS, 1910-1915

it seemed to me folly not to make use of this priceless possession
to exploit a local success.

General Aspinall-Oglander, the Military Historian, com-
menting on Hunter-Weston's reply to Sir lan's suggestions,
remarks that :

"A golden opportunity was allowed to escape. Had
the suggestion been acted upon, the whole story of the
Gallipoli Campaign might well have been different. But
it is fair to remember that at this moment General Hunter-
Weston still expected that the enemy's opposition in
the south would shortly be broken down, and that the
Commander-in-Chief did not know enough about the
situation on shore to justify him in interfering with his
subordinate's battle."

But surely it was an occasion for intervention on the part of
the General and the Admiral, who had had the unique oppor-
tunity of viewing the whole battle area, and bore the supreme
responsibility for the plan, its execution, its success, or its failure;
and yet so vital a decision was left to two subordinates lying
off " W " Beach, who were obviously completely out of touch
with the proceedings elsewhere.

This was clear to us at the time from signals which passed
between the Euryalus and the River Clyde, and is confirmed by
by the Military Historian: " General Hunter-Weston, in the
Euryalus, was still unaware of the desperate situation at " V,"
and about 9 a,m. he had signalled to the Elver Clyde, urging the
troops to move left-handed to join up with the Lancashire
Fusiliers."

About noon Morse came on board the Queen Elizabeth for
more ammunition for the naval machine guns of the River Clyde,
which had been provided and manned by the Royal Naval
Division ; and we learnt from him of the desperate nature of the
fighting round the River Clyde and the severity of the losses.

He told us that the naval casualties included among the killed
Lieut-Commander Pownall, the commander of the Malta
submarine flotilla and Depot ship, who had begged me to get
him a billet on one of the beaches. We were all much struck
by the bearing of Morse during the recital of his tale, and when
he left us to return to the inferno round the River Clyde I must